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How to Survive a Sermon  

By: Bro. Randy Aly  

 

     The great preacher Charles Haden 

Spurgeon said, ñBut in proportion, as it is 

solemn work to preach, it is also solemn 

work to hear...ò  Take your Bible and read 

Luke 8:4-18. Verse 18 says, 

ñ Therefore consider carefully 

how you listené.ò 
 

Before the Sermon 

 Pray diligently .  Plead to God that He 

would bless both the preacher and hearer alike...  

 

Pray Specifically. Pray for those who 

will hear the word specifically and by name. Let 

me ask youðwhen was the last time that you 

prayed during the week that your wife, husband, or 

child would benefit from the preached word? Pray 

for those who attend your services. Pray that those 

who occasionally worship with us would have 

nothing to prevent them from coming. Pray that the 

Lord would deal with us according to our needs.  

 

Pray expectantly. Pray with a sense of 

holy anticipation that God is going to do great 

things in our midst. On Sunday mornings I get 

excited at the prospect of what God can do if He so 

chooses.  

 

 

 

 

Repent sincerely. If on your way to church, 

you had to stop to change a flat tire. As you 

arrived at church you would immediately 

CA L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

Regular Sunday Schedule: 
  9:45 AM  Sunday School for All Ages 
 11:00 AM  Worship Service 
  6:00 PM Choir Practice 
  7:00 PM Evening Worship 
Regular Wednesday Schedule: 

  6:45 ï 8:00 pm   AWANAôs &Prayer Meeting 
Date     Time     Opportunity  
  May 1 REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  May 4 REGULAR WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
  May 8  8:30 AM    -ÅÎȭÓ Ǫ ,ÁÄÉÅÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ 
                REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
                7:00 PM     -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ Piano Concert  

                     Jim Hendricks, Pianist 
May 11  REGULAR WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

May 14  6:00 PM  Ladies Night Out 

May 15 10:00 AM Cemetery Sunday  

                                Covered Dish Meal 

                  No Sunday School 

 6:00 PM  Business Meeting/Leftovers! 

May 16-17 Senior Retreat @ HBU 

May 17   Associational Meeting /Meal  

May 18    REGULAR WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

May 19   Senior Day Latham Springs 

May 22    REGULARY SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
May 25    REGULARY WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
May 29    REGULARY SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 

June 6 ï 10   Vacation Bible School 

June 24         Dalton Gang Concern 

June 21 ï 25 Pre-Teen Camp, Latham Springs 

July 9         Ladies Night Out 

July 17 ï 21  Franklin Crusade 
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Repent sincerely. If on your way to church, you 

had to stop to change a flat tire, as you arrived at 

church you would immediately look at your hands 

to see if any of the filth of the tire transferred to 

your hands. If it had é which it surely wouldé 

you would immediately go and wash your hands. 

As we travel through the world during the week 

there are times we change the worldôs flat tires 

and we come away with the filth of the world on 

us. We must come to the fountain to be cleansed!  

 

1 Peter 2:1-2 Therefore, rid yourselves of all 

malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander 

of every kind. [2] Like newborn babies, crave pure 

spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 

your salvation.   

 

During the Sermon  

 

Listen aggressively. Participate with attentive and 

active listening. Hearing a sermon takes mental 

and intellectual sweatðit demands effort. Have 

you ever heard a person say that they got little out 

of a sermonðwell my question would beð How 

much did they put into listening to the sermon? 

We must remember that hearing the sermon is as 

much a part of worship as is preaching, praying, 

and singing... Thomas Watson said, ñThe devil is 

not one who refuses to come to church; he attends, 

but not with any good intent; he takes away the 

word from men. How many have been robbed of 

the sermon and their souls both at once...ò  

 

Listen reverently. We come to sit at the feet of 

our Holy God. We come to hear His wordðwe 

come to hear the very mind of Godðwe come to 

hear the very voice of our Savior. 1 Thes. 2:13 

And we also thank God continually because, when 

you received the word of God, which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 

but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at 

 work in you who believe. Let us sit before the 

word as hungry beggars in need of breadðlet us 

sit before the preaching as guilty sinners who need 

pardon...  

Listen believingly. We are to apply every word 

first and foremost to ourselves... Hebrews 4:2 For 

we also have had the gospel preached to us, just 

as they did; but the message they heard was of no 

value to them, because those who heard did not 

combine it with faith. We must open the gates of 

our hearts to let the King of glory in. 

 

After the Sermon 

 

Pray.  Pray that the Spirit of Christ would write 

what we heard across our hearts and minds... 

Spurgeon said, ñcome from your knees to the 

sermon, and come from the sermon to your 

knees...ò  

 

Ponder.  Reflect upon what we were taught 

within the sermon. Hebrews 2:1We must pay more 

careful attention, therefore, to what we have 

heard, so that we do not drift away. Use your 

sermon notes (you DO take notes donôt you?) to 

reflect upon the sermon at a later time. Discuss the 

sermon among your family and friends. Search out 

the things taught to ensure they are in keeping 

with the overall tenor and teaching of Scripture. 

Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more noble 

character than the Thessalonians, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and 

examined the Scriptures every day to see if what 

Paul said was true.  

 

Practice. This of course is the final and ultimate 

end of preachingðthat our lives would be 

practically and eternally changed, Lk.11:29ðñ 

blessed are those who hear the word of God and 

keep it...ò  Jas.1:21ðñreceive with meekness the 

implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves.ó  
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Come and join in singing songs 
like òThe Shepherd Knows Your 
Nameó and òEverlasting Godó 
from the second song book for 
Bethany Baptist Churchõs newly 
formed choir.    
 
Bro. Randy leads the choir 
providing insight into the music  
and words.  From LifeWay , 
Glory Songs, Summer 2011, has 
an accompaniment CD both with 
and without voices for easy 
listening and learning.   
 
You donõt have to know how to 
sing or even read music, you 
just have to be willing to make 
a joyful noise!   Join in!  
 
Psalm 100:2 Worship the Lord 
with gladness, come before him 
with joyful songs.  

 
 

Sunday School  

News & Notes  
 

Studying together in small groups is 

not only essential to learning and 

understanding more about Godõs word, 

but it can actually be fun!     

 

The laughter and discussions coming 

from the Co-ed Adult class are living 

proof!  Not only is this an hour of study, 

but also of sharing with and caring for 

each other.   What one doesnõt think of, 

the other doeséif you know what I 

mean! 

 

Finishing up a study of Acts, leader 

Gene Bates is seeking suggestions for 

the next study.  He says, òI have 

actually studied Judges before and 

really found it an action-packed book.ó  

Looks like the Co-ed class will even be 

more active as the new study begins 

soon.  If you are not in a Sunday School 

class, you donõt know what you are 

missing!  Come and join us! 

 

Sunday School Classes: 

 

Nursery     Birth ð 3 years 

Preschool     3 ð 5 years 

Childrenõs     Grades 1 ð 5 

Youth     Grades 6 ð HS 

Adult 2      Co-ed class 

Adult     Ladies 

Adult     Menõs 

 

 See you In Sunday 

School  9:45 

Sunday  mornings  
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